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Ewe Condition
Sheep production must be efficient to be profitable and this includes the effective management of ewe condition. Every missed or
unsuccessful pregnancy costs. With plenty of colourful rumps out there in the fields during this tupping season, we look ahead to
maintaining successful pregnancies during the winter months.
Body condition score (BCS) in ewes has the biggest impact on fertility
and pregnancy outcome. Ideally, ewes enter the tupping season
with a body condition score of 2-4, having been on a rising plane
of nutrition. It is also a good time to check for lameness. Lame ewes
produce fewer lambs and less milk, with poor growth rates seen in
their lambs. Retaining ewes in poor condition is a false economy; the
average replacement rate being around 20-25%.

Aim to maintain an optimum plane of nutrition for the first few
weeks after removing the rams, while the developing embryos are
vulnerable. Minimise stress through handling and avoid abrupt
changes during this time. Ewe condition can be checked again at
scanning before the worst of winter closes in. Scanning is best done
between 60 and 90 days in lamb; any later it becomes harder to
determine how many lambs are being carried. Up to a third of lamb
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losses occur between tupping and scanning so it also provides the
opportunity to identify empty ewes to be culled, leaving valuable
feed supplies protected for pregnant ewes.
As the weather starts to turn from wet to cold, grass quality is
diminishing. Ewes can tolerate a loss of 0.5 BCS but little more.
Careful consideration of available forage is important and the
need to supplement established. To ensure the most cost-effective
feeding strategies, ewes are best batched according to both their
condition and the number of lambs being carried. This way, the best
forage and most appropriate concentrates can be given to the ewes
carrying multiple lambs. A forage-based diet is unlikely to suffice
during this time. The level of concentrates required depends on
forage/silage quality and quantity, so it is worth having an analysis
done to allow you to make the best management decisions about
supplementation.

Four main factors influence supplementation levels:
1. Ewe body condition score (BCS)
2. Stage of pregnancy, i.e. number of weeks to lambing
3. Number of lambs being carried
4. Quality of silage/forage
Concentrate feeding is best started up to eight weeks prior
to lambing for multiple carriers and nearer six weeks for ewes
carrying a single lamb at rates increasing weekly by approximately
0.1kg, depending on feed quality and BCS. Protein and energy
requirements are particularly high during late pregnancy to meet the
needs of the growing lambs. Approximately 70-75% of a lamb’s birth
weight is gained during the last six to seven weeks.
As always, adequate trough space and a fresh supply of clean water
are essential.

Corby Rock Mill Ewe Range
Spec no.

Product

Description

Additives

96

Superlac 20% Ewe and
Lamb Pellet

Highest spec ewe feed, ideal for ewes with high
lambing percentage

•C
 alcined magnesite
•V
 itamin E to improve immunity
•M
 egalac protected fat for energy

95

Superlac 19% Ewe and
Lamb Pellet

Complements poor quality forage. Ideal for sheep
with a high lambing percentage or high energy and
protein needs in the last few weeks of pregnancy

•C
 alcined magnesite
•H
 igh soya for maximum milk production
•H
 ighly digestible fibre

491

Superlac 19% Ewe and
Lamb Blend

Complements poor quality forage. Ideal for sheep
with a high lambing percentage or high energy and
protein needs in the last few weeks of pregnancy

•C
 alcined magnesite
•H
 igh soya for maximum milk production
•H
 ighly digestible fibre

97

Supreme 18% Ewe and
Lamb Pellet

Particularly suitable for upland flocks carrying
single lambs

•C
 alcined magnesite

98

18% Ewe Cobs

12mm cob to be fed directly onto grass or straw.
Suitable for ewes towards the end of pregnancy
where forage is medium to good quality

•C
 alcined magnesite
•H
 ighly digestible fibre

Available in...

Available in:

For more information on our ewe product range, contact your local Corby Rock Mill representative.

• Body condition score (BCS) in ewes has the biggest impact on fertility and pregnancy outcome
• Protein and energy requirements are particularly high during late pregnancy to meet the needs of the growing lambs
• Concentrate feeding is best started up to eight weeks prior to lambing for multiple carriers and nearer six weeks for ewes
carrying a single lamb
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